
Civil Judge Career Path in India

1. Educational & Professional Eligibility

• LLB degree (3 or 5 years) from a recognized university
• Enrolled with a State Bar Council and possess a Certificate of Practice
• As per Supreme Court (May 2025), minimum 3 years of legal practice is required

2. Eligibility & State-Specific Criteria

• Standard Requirements: LLB, enrollment, 3 years of practice
• Age Limit: Typically 21–35 years depending on state
• Language and domicile requirements vary by state

3. Selection Process

• Preliminary Exam – Objective questions
• Main Exam – Descriptive written papers
• Interview (Viva Voce)
• Judicial Training (6–12 months)

4. Compensation & Career Progression

• Salary: ■77,000 to ■1,36,520 per month (varies by state)
• Perks: Housing, pension, allowances
• Promotions: Civil Judge → District Judge → High Court → Supreme Court

5. Recent Judicial Updates

• Supreme Court reaffirmed 3-year practice rule (May 2025)
• Rajasthan HC 2025 admit cards released
• UP proposes raising judicial retirement age

Summary Table

Qualification: LLB + 3 years practice
Age Limit: 21–35 years (varies)
Exam Stages: Prelims → Mains → Interview → Training
Salary: ■77,000–1,36,520/month
Path: Civil Judge → District Judge → Higher Judiciary


